2009 COACH PITCH OFFICIAL RULES

NORTHEAST OKLAHOMA BASEBALL ASSOCIATION
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PLAYER ELIGIBILITY

1) A child must be four (4) by May 1st in order to be eligible to play. Any children may play up one (1) year with parent or guardian approval.

2) The age division for all leagues is MAY 1st, as shown below:

	Age Division
	Deadline

	6 & Under
	Not 7 before May 1st

	8 & Under
	Not 9 before May 1st


3) After roster is signed for current year no player can change teams without a release from the manager of the team for which the roster was signed.

4) No player may change teams after June 1 of current season/year.

5) Violation of eligibility rules 1 thru 6 as stated above shall result in automatic forfeiture of all games in which illegal player(s) participated within the current season.

6) It is mandatory that the official game sheet be filled out and turned in after each game to the Town Director. He will sign and turn it in to NOBA. This game sheet will be used for pitching rules, suspensions, protest and umpire pay sheet, and league standings.

RULES OF CONDUCT

1) Profanity or un-sportsmanlike conduct will not be tolerated from managers, coaches, players or fans.

2) The NOBA has the authority to expel from the league any manager or coach who repeatedly violates the rules of the league.

3) The NOBA has the authority to bar fans from the ball park who do not abide by the rules of conduct.

4) Razzing of opposing players is not allowed.

5) No one from the playing field, dugouts, or spectator area is allowed to yell "Strike", "Swing" or in any way heckle any player or team.

6) If any manager, coach, player or fan is asked to leave the playing field or ball park by the umpire or league official and if this person refuses, the umpire has the authority to forfeit the game.

7) The team manager is responsible for his coaches', players, and fans' conduct. He must inform each of them that bad conduct could result in a forfeit.

8) Any manager, coach or player removed from a game will not be allowed to participate in the next regularly scheduled game.

9) Penalty for violation of Rules of Conduct 1 -8: 
a. Fans
· First offense - will be required to leave the ball park.

· Second offense – banned from ballpark.

· Third offense – banned from all remaining games.

b. Managers, coaches and players 
· First offense - will be removed from the game.
· Second offense – suspended for 2 games.

· Third offense – suspended for season.

REGISTRATION AND FEES
1) Fees to play baseball will be $150 per team, include USSSA signup and insurance.
a. The board will establish a deadline for all fees, team cards, and rosters.
b. All league fees will be paid in full to the Town Director by the head coach.

c. League President will register all teams with USSSA.

PLAYER SIGN UPS
1) NOBA has no authority over player sign ups; each member town is responsible for their own player sign ups.  
2) Players from one member town wanting to play for a team in another member town must get the approval of their current Town Director & League President.
3) Players home town will be identify by address and/or school.
SCHEDULING 
1) The Board of Commissioners is responsible for all scheduling. The regular season schedule will be prepared using numbers or team names. Schedules will be completed and given to the managers. 
2) The starting time for the first game on week nights for all leagues is 6:00 p.m. The second weeknight game will begin at 8:00 p.m. (7:15 p.m. for 6/Under and 8/Under) or 10 minutes after the first game ends if the first game does not end prior to 10 minutes before the scheduled start of the second game. Times for Saturday games will be posted. 
3) Teams will not deviate from their schedules without the express consent of a majority of the Board of Commissioner’s approval. If a Manager is going to propose a schedule change he or she must first get the consent of the Manager of the opposing team. He or she should then document the request and submit it to the League Commissioner four (4) calendar days in advance of the original scheduled game. All requests will be reviewed, but it is important to note that due to tight league scheduling it is often difficult to reschedule games. 

4) Deviation from scheduled starting times will appear on the schedule. 

5) No more than three games per calendar week will be scheduled for any team (although, the Board will make reasonable efforts to schedule only two games per week for each team). Exception: make-up games. 

6) The League Commissioner shall make every effort to reschedule all rainout games within a two week period from the date of the rainout.  Make-up games may be scheduled any day of the week, however, every effort will be made to avoid scheduling any make-up games on a Sunday. At the discretion of the League Commissioner, some make-up games may be scheduled later in the season if the schedule permits. If an amicable agreement cannot be reached between the League Commissioner and the Managers of the teams involved, the game may not be rescheduled. If a game is called during play because of weather, the game will not be rescheduled if declared a complete game as provided by the rules.  Homes team coaches are responsible to contacting the visiting coach to notify time and date of makeup.   

7) The post-season tournament schedule will be established by seeding teams according to their regular season winning percentage. The team with the best winning percentage will play the team with the worst winning percentage, etc. 

8) The three games per week rule will not apply to any tournament. All attempts will be made to complete the tournament within one week. 

9) The team listed second on the schedule will be the home team. Third base dugouts will be the home team dugouts. 

10) Forfeiting a game without 24 hours notice to the Commissioner in charge of your league will result in the following: The forfeiting team will pay the umpires for the forfeited game. This fee will be paid before your next scheduled game or your team will not play. 

GENERAL RULES

1) All age groups will be governed by the local rules set forth by the Northeast Oklahoma Baseball Association as outlined in this document, followed by the Oklahoma USSSA Baseball State Tournament rules, current addition.  The Executive board is the authority having jurisdiction.  

2) Batting helmets are MANDATORY for all age groups on deck, at bat, running bases, and to be worn while returning to dugout. First offense head coach is warned, second offense player is removed from game.

3) Rosters and league entry fees must be turned in before a team becomes eligible for play in league or tournaments.

4) Each team is responsible for finding practice fields. The NOBA will try to assist when possible.

5) If any manager or coach is removed from the league, the manager or coach has the right to a hearing before the NOBA.

6) Umpires must inform each head coach of field ground rules before each game.

7) No protest will be allowed on an umpire's judgment decision.

8) All managers, coaches and players are first obligated to the NOBA and must not play outside games that will disrupt the operation of the league.

9) Final first and second place standings for all leagues ending in a tie will be determined by a one-game playoff between the two teams affected.

10) Any rule violation that is not covered in the rule book would be an automatic forfeiture subject to the NOBA.

11) No rule shall be changed in the NOBA after the Winter rules meeting.

USSSA BASEBALL PLAYING RULES

Playing rules not specifically covered shall follow the Official Major League Baseball Rules as published by the Sporting News.

RECOMMENDED/NOBA FIELD DIMENSIONS
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6&Under

55 40 140 175

8&Under

60 40 160 185


Portable mounds are acceptable

EQUIPMENT

A. All players must be fully uniformed, which includes the following: Pants, socks, cap, and team shirts with numbers that are non-duplicating at least three inches in height.

B. Managers and coaches must wear a baseball cap with team insignia and will be properly worn.
C. While in the field, as a defensive player, caps must be worn.

D. Metal spikes are prohibited in age divisions 12 and below

E. All bat boys/girls must wear a double-ear batting helmet when outside the dugout.

F. The catcher must wear all appropriate protective gear: mask, chest protector, shin guards, protective cup, catcher’s helmet and throat guard.

G. The catcher must wear a protective helmet that fully covers both ears.
LEAGUE RULES

A. Length of Game

a. A regulation game consists of 6 innings
	Age Group
	Time Limit
	Total Innings

	6&Under
	60 min
	6 Innings

	8&Under
	75 mins
	6 Innings


	
	MERCY RULE
	

	Length of Game
	Run Differential
	Start Inning

	6 Innings
	15
	3rd Inning

	6 Innings
	8
	4th Inning

	7 Innings
	15
	3rd Inning

	7 Innings
	12
	4th Inning

	7 Innings
	8
	5th Inning


B. Official Ball

a. 6&Under

1.  Shall be a sphere formed by yarn wound around a small core of cork, rubber or similar material, covered with two stripes of white horsehide or cowhide, tightly stitched together.  

2. It shall weigh not less than 4.5.

3. It shall measure not less than 8 nor more than 8 ¼ inches in circumference.

b. 8&Under
1. Shall be a sphere formed by yarn wound around a small core of cork, rubber or similar material, covered with two stripes of white horsehide or cowhide, tightly stitched together.  
2. It shall weigh not less than 5 nor more then 5 ¼ ounces.
3. It shall measure not less than 9 nor more than 9 ¼ inches in circumference.

c. Home team shall provide two game balls per game.

C. A team may continue a game with one less player than it started with, whenever a player leaves the game for any reason.
1. If the player leaving the game is a runner, he shall be declared out.

2. When the player who has left the game is scheduled to bat, an out shall be declared for each turn at bat.

3. The player who has left the game cannot return to the lineup, except for Communicable Disease Procedure Reasons.

NOTE: In enforcing these rules, the home team shall not bat if the mercy requirement is met prior to the bottom half of the listed inning.

D. Fair Ball Arc – There shall be a 20 foot arc drawn from 1st baseline to the 3rd baseline in front of the home plate.  A batted ball must go past this line to be a fair ball.
E. Safety Arc – There shall be a 30 foot arc drawn from 1st baseline to the 3rd baseline in front of the home plate.  Infielders must stay behind this line until the ball is hit.
F. Pitching Circle – Shall be 10 feet in diameter. 
G. Pitcher’s Line – There shall be a line drawn from the pitcher’s circle to the fair ball arc.

a. The pitching coach shall keep one foot on or straddle the pitcher’s line.

b. The pitching coach shall not verbally or physically coach while in the pitching position.

c. The pitching coach shall position himself as not to be an obstruction to the defensive team on any possible play once the ball has been hit.

d. Penalties

1. If a coach violates this rule after the ball is pitched, obstruction will be called.

2. If a coach violates this rule before the ball is pitched, First Offense; Warning; Second Offense: Removal of coach as the pitcher for the remainder of the game.
H. 10 players will play in the field with 4 outfielders. The 4th outfielder may not be allowed to assume an infield position. All outfielders must stay behind the baseline.
I. The defensive player listed as pitcher cannot leave the pitching circle until the ball is hit.
1. Peanalty

1. The play continues.  After the play has ended, the offensive team has the option of taking the result of the play or no-pitch

2. First Offense: Warning; Second Offense: Removal of player from the pitching position for the remainder of the game.

J. Defensive coaches shall not be allowed on the field of play and shall coach from the dugout.

K. Infield fly rules do not apply.
L. The batting order shall constitute all present players on the team roster at the beginning of the game.  Late arrivals shall be inserted at the bottom of the batting order.  All players on the roster shall bat before returning to the top of the batting order.

1. Teams may start a game with 8 players.  The 9th and 10th position in the batting order will be declared an out each time at bat.  A 9th and 10th player and all subsequent players may be added to the batting order as soon as they become available.  

M. Free substitution on defense. Batting order must remain the same
N. No bunting
O. The batter shall receive a maximum of six (6) pitches or three (3) swinging strikes, whichever comes first.  If the sixth (6) pitch is hit foul, the pitcher will pitch again until batter misses the pitch, hits the ball fair or fouls out to a defensive player in the game.
P. A base runner is out for leaving the base before the ball is hit or reaches home plate. 
Q. A player may only be Intentionally Walked once per game by announcement from the defensive team.
R. Runners shall not lead-off or steal bases.  A runner is out for leaving the base before the ball is hit or reaches home plate.

S. Each team will be limited to 7 runs or 3-outs.

T. Umpires will call “time” after every play and declare the ball dead. “Time” should be called as soon as the LEAD RUNNER is not attempting to advance. “Time” does not have to be called by the defense for the purpose of this rule.
1. When a runner stands off a base and “jukes” or “feints” back and forth, this is to be interpreted as “not attempting to advance” and “Time” shall be called.

U. Courtesy runner for catcher only (Optional). It may only be for the catcher of record the previous inning. Must be the player that made the last out. If no outs have been recorded the courtesy will be the previous batter not on base.
V. When a batted ball hits the Pitching Coach, the following rules shall apply:

1. If in the umpire’s judgment, the coach did not make a legitimate attempt to get out of the way, then the batter is declared out. No runners shall advance.

2. If in the umpire’s judgment, the coach did make a legitimate attempt to get out of the way, then the ball becomes dead and a no pitch is declared.
W. The pitching coach must be responsible for getting equipment out of the way of home plate after each hit.
X. Whenever a tag play is evident, runners must slide or seek to avoid contact with the fielder. Malicious contact shall supersede all obstruction penalties.

Penalty: Runner shall be declared out and may be ejected at the umpire’s discretion.

Note: When enforcing this rule, the umpire should judge the runner’s intent. If the umpire feels that the contact was unintentional, then the runner should only be declared out. If the umpire feels that the contact was intentional and/or malicious, then the runner should be declared out and ejected.

On deck circle for all ages shall be behind the batter.
Y. If a game is called due to rain or other acts of God and cannot be resumed, it is a regulation game if:

1. In a Six Inning game, If three innings have been completed or If the home team has scored more runs in two or two and a fraction half innings than the visiting team has scored in three completed half innings or If the home team scores one or more runs in its half of the third inning to tie the score

2. In a Seven Inning game, If four innings have been completed or If the home team has scored more runs in three or three and a fraction half innings than the visiting team has scored in four completed half innings or If the home team scores one or more runs in its half of the forth inning to tie the score.

3. All other games will resume from their exact point of delay.
Z. On deck circle for all ages shall be behind the batter.
Sportsmanship

A. All players and coaches will be expected to behave in a sportsmanlike manner at all times.

B. Any player, coach, or parent/fan, whose conduct is unbecoming or abusive will, at minimum, be warned and may be removed from the playing field and/or stands at the discretion of the tournament officials and/or umpires.

C. Foul or abusive language will not be tolerated under any circumstances

D. Punishment for cursing or throwing equipment will be warning, out, & then ejection .

E. A team may be forced to forfeit and/or be removed from the tournament, if necessary.

Coach or Player Ejections

A. If a coach is ejected from a game, they must sit out the remainder of that game and at least the following game. Additional penalties may be assessed as deemed by the League President.

B. A player ejected must sit out the remainder of that game.

C. Anyone ejected may be asked to leave the park at the discretion of the League President or Town Director.

D. As these rules indicate, the matter of disorderly conduct will be taken seriously. The tournaments your team will be participating in will include some of the finest baseball teams in the world. The level of competition will be high and at times fierce. Because of this, please remind your team and parents to be extra aware of good sportsmanship.

Protests

A. Umpires will work to settle all problems on the field. Protests will be allowed for age and pitching violations or rule interpretations only. Protests must be declared to the Umpire-in-Chief and then to the NOBA before the next pitch following the dispute. No protest will be allowed following the game. League officials and Head Umpire will rule on all protests and their decision will be final.

B. Protest fee is $50.00 cash. The fee shall be returned only if the protest is upheld.

Umpires

A. All tournaments and leagues played under the jurisdiction and administration of the USSSA Baseball program shall utilize only umpires who are registered with the Association.

a. Umpires must be a minimum age of 16 years olds.

Items Not Specifically Covered

A. Team and player eligibility and other rules not specifically covered in these rules shall be referred to the NOBA
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